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RE: Facilities Update: 

I. Angier Elementary School Project 

II. Zervas Elementary School Project 

III. Cabot Elementary School Project  

IV. Aquinas Project 

****************************************************************************** 

 

This update addresses information on the Angier Elementary School project, the Zervas Elementary 

School project, the Cabot Elementary School project, and the Aquinas project. 

 

I.  Angier Elementary School Project   

 

The new Angier School building opened for classes on January 6, 2016. The principal, teachers, NPS staff 

and many custodial and city Public Buildings Department staff worked diligently over the December 

vacation week to ensure a smooth moved from the Carr School to the new building.   

 

During the week prior to opening, interior finish materials and furniture were installed, and final cleaning 

and inspections were completed. Teachers returned to the school on Monday, January 4
, 
2016 to unpack 

and set up classrooms. The school held an open house on Tuesday, January 5, 2016 for students and 

parents. Training and commissioning of the systems for City and Newton Public Schools Operations and 

custodial staff is currently ongoing. The playground equipment and dumpster gates continue to be 

installed and are scheduled to be completed by the end of January 2016. Some exterior metal panels 

continue to be installed through January and into February for completion. Punch list work has 

commenced and is ongoing.  

 

The City’s traffic department continues to make adjustments to traffic signals to improve the flow of 

traffic along Beacon Street. In the first two weeks, traffic back-ups were occurring (particularly 

westbound on Beacon St.) as vehicles leaving Angier’s exit drive were backed up enough to prevent other 

vehicles from entering the site. To improve the traffic flow, last week the City installed a sensor at 

Angier’s exit driveway that will increase the green light cycle time allow a greater number of vehicles to 

exit during each cycle. In addition, some bus line-up issues have been resolved by having smaller vans 

use the parking lot entrance.   

 

A ribbon cutting ceremony is being planned for late February 2016 and a community open house is also 

being planned for the last weekend in February 2016, with exact dates and times to be announced. 

 

 

  



 
II. Zervas Elementary School Project 

 

The year-long planning for the closing of the existing building and the move to Carr School came to a 

culmination with a celebration held on December 11, 2015 attended by at least four hundred community 

members, including present and former students, families and the community. The move to Carr School 

occurred during the December vacation week. As with the Angier move, the principal, teachers, 

administrators, custodians and city Public Buildings Department staff worked diligently to make this 

happen.   

 

During December 2015, the Trade Contractor Prequalification was completed and bid documents for the 

main bid package were issued. A site tour was held for prospective bidders. Trade contractor bids were 

received on January 21, 2016 will be reviewed by the City’s Design Review Committee and the project 

team. 

 

Site work related to early bid package #1 has begun. This includes abatement of any asbestos at the three 

residential properties and the Zervas building, as well as selective interior demolition at Zervas. All four 

buildings will be demolished. It is anticipated that these activities will last through March 2016. Four 

Zervas modular structures are expected to be moved from the site to be stored at Brown Middle School by 

January 25, 2016. It is anticipated that these modulars will be used to assist with enrollment space needs 

at Brown and for the High School Stabilization Program at Newton South High.   

 

Activities related to early bid package #2 (foundation/concrete and steel) are planned to begin in April 

2016.  Additional construction activities will follow throughout the duration of the project completion, 

scheduled for June 2017. The kick-off Zervas construction meeting occurred on January 20, 2016. W.T. 

Rich will hold weekly construction meeting and they will also hold monthly Zervas construction update 

meetings with the Waban Area Council beginning on March 17, 2016.   

 

For more information, including the latest design presentations, please follow the link below: 
 

http://zervas.projects.joslinlesser.com/  
 

 

III. Cabot Elementary School Project   

 

The project is in the schematic design (SD) phase. Joslin Lesser & Associates (JLA), owner’s project 

manager, anticipates submission of a the schematic design to the MSBA in April 2016 in order for the 

MSBA Board to vote on the SD and the project scope and budget at their May 25, 2016 meeting. 

 

A traffic design and presentation was reviewed with the DiNisco Design Partnership (DDP), JLA and 

City in preparation for a meeting to be scheduled with the City traffic officials. Traffic engineers will 

complete further work on the development of a detailed presentation for the next Cabot School Building 

Committee/Design Review Committee meeting. 

 

The project team is preparing for the requirements of the City’s 5-58 site plan approval process 

anticipated for spring 2016, pending schedule approval. 

 

For more information, including the latest design presentations, please follow the link below: 

 

http://cabot.projects.joslinlesser.com/ 
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IV. Aquinas Project  

 

The results from testing conducted for environmental remediation were positive. As a result, the window 

replacement project will not trigger other repairs to the exterior envelope.  The plans for the project will 

be reviewed by the Design Review Committee at their meeting on January 27, 2016.  The bid package is 

anticipated to be advertised on January 28, 2016 with a bid opening by mid-February 2016 and a contract 

executed shortly thereafter. The completion date for the window project is August 2016. 

 

DiNisco Design Partnership has continued to work on the preliminary programming and concept 

study/test of fit at Walnut Park/Aquinas. A presentation from DiNisco Design Partnership for School 

Committee is planned for February 8, 2016 on the preliminary test of fit of the early childhood and 

Lincoln-Eliot Elementary School program in the Aquinas building.   

 

 


